and OE) of mid-log L. infantum promastigotes, using rabbit polyclonal anti-LiRPIB antibody (1:500). Upper and lower panels present brightfield and LiRPIB (red) + DAPI (blue) stained images, respectively. Images were acquired with a 63x objective, using a Zeiss AxioImager Z1. The scale bar corresponds to 5 µm. (c) Fluorescence intensity quantification in WT, sKO expressed in CTCF (corrected total cell fluorescence), and background (BG) values are displayed as well. The quantification was performed on images acquired with 63x objective, using a Zeiss AxioImager Z1 and the same exposure time for all genotypes (LiRPIB 300 ms; DAPI 100 ms). Twenty different fields for each genotype were analysed in duplicate, and the fluorescence of an average of 50-100 parasites was quantified using ImageJ (v 1.47) software. Two-tailed unpaired t test was performed: statistical significance p ˂ 0. 
